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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 23591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, CCD, UR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS ON CUBAN MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT 

REF: GENEVA 11529, 10990 AND 11440 

WE MENTIONED TO DE LA FERRIERE, DIRECTOR OF PACTS AND 
DISARMAMENT OFFICE IN THE MFA, THAT US HAD BEEN 
APPROACHED BY THE SOVIETS IN GENEVA REGARDING, INTER 
ALIA, POSSIBLE ADMISSION OF CUBA TO THE COMMITTEE 
ON DISARMAMENT. WE NOTED THAT THE US HAD TOLD THE 
SOVIETS THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY HAVE MAJOR PROBLEMS 
WITH THE CUBAN CANDIDACY. DE LA FERRIERE CONFIRMED 
THAT THE FRENCH HAD ALSO BEEN APPROACHED. HE SAID 
HE APPRECIATED THE PROBLEMS THE CUBAN CANDIDACY COULD 
CAUSE THE US. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE FRENCH 
BELIEF THAT THE REGIONAL GROUPS SHOULD BE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SUGGESTING CANDIDACIES WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FOR THEM TO OPPOSE OFFICIALLY A POSSIBLE CUBAN 
CANDIDACY’ HE DID ASSURE US THAT THE US COULD COUNT 
ON FRANCE NOT TO LOBBY FOR CUBA OR COMPLICATE OUR 
PROBLEM IN ANY OTHER WAY. 
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